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PASTOROS COLUMN

nSpider Webs and

An old legend tells how diligently the housewives in a little German village
cleaned their homes in preparation for Christmas. There was not a speck of
dust or a spider web to be found anywhere, so thorough was the cleaning.

The spiders in the homes were so angry they were being shut out at the
festive time, they gathered together and told the Christ Child about it. Jesus
went to all the homes and opened the windows and let the spiders back in.
In their joy, the spiders climbed the Christmas tree and began spinning webs from branch
to branch.

In the morning when the Christ Child came back to bless the tree for the children, he saw
the cobwebs hanging from the branches and looped about the twigs. He knew the neat
housewives would not like that, so He touched the webs and turned them all to silver.

And that is why, so the legend goes, we loop tinsel on our Christmas trees.

A fanciful and pretty taleééé. but more than tH
lights us with its radiance and graceful beauty, perhaps it should also remind us of some-
thing else this Advent.

This story makes me wonder how many sticky HAspi
approach this Christmas time. Surely each of us have the webs of unpleasant memories or

experiences which we need to change into webs of silver. Christmas is a time when we

need to consider that Jesusd®é ministry was concs§
v.csirto ¢ vorld of pain and suffering that Jesus came so that he could heal and make
»hal | 20n 2s lives once again. Advent is the time for all of us to consider healing those
hurts or relationships in our lives so we can begin new and dedicated lives to the ministry
of Jesus Christ. If we would open the windows of our lives to Christ, the spider webs we
have will be changed to beautiful tinsel.

Are there any spider webs in your life that need changing? If there is, why not start that
changing process today as we begin Advent. Let us all invite the Christ Child into our lives
so that healing can begin. My prayer for everyone in our congregation this year is that
each of you have a joyous and meaningful Christmas.

Keith Wyatt, Senior Pastor

Schedule of Special December Services

¢ Christmas Cantata, Sun., Decentbé&:33t9:45 and 11:00
¢ Christmas Eve, Thursday, Decenfiber 24th

5:00 p.m. Family Service

6:30 p.m. Contemporary Carols and Candlelight
8:00 p.m.Communion and Candlelight

11:00 p.m.Communion and Candlelight




DECEMBER HAPPENINGS CHURCH FAMILY
GROUNDS FOR IMPROVEMENT
L 2 8 4 5 God has a plan for us! First UMC church has a group of
18 Senior Lunch 103 Disciple I 78 Pack 119 "stewards" called the ~ Grounds For Improvement team , who's
@ Ryanods 128 Comal Co. Committee Mtg. goal is to keep tendering our church property grounds, and
28 Shawl Min. Interagency 88 NB Girl making God's church a welcoming site and a blessing to all who
5:30 & Fellowship 68 Handbells 18 Moms in Scouts Craft visit u_s. Plans for 2010 vinI be made, and help in areas from the
65 UMW General 6:30 8 Small Gr. Touch Fair experienced and the novice gardeners are needed.
Mtg. 6:30 -Youth Ski . S .
) If you are interested in joining the team, submit your name and
6:30 8 Stephen Trip Mtg. contact information to: Mary Robertson,
Ministry Tng. 6:45 8 Cantata 6:15 -MOPS 6-Parent 6s maryr552003@yahoo.com __ or call 830 -609 -7665. If you have
6:30 & Young 7:30 8 Sanct. 6:30 -Pack 119 Out served as a team member or joined the Weed Patrol club, please
Adults Choir let us know you are interested in continuing to serve again. Members of several adult small groups got together for a
70 Troop 119 7:30 -HIS Praise great time as they enjoyed the sights, sounds, and flavors
of this yeards Wurstfest.
s . . 5 10 " - NOTES OF THANKS r I
7:45 -Sonrise 93 D/S Mta. 1-Senior Lunch 9:30 8 D/S d  Thank you all so much for your sweet words, warm wishes and - == _. - ._ - ._ - - s ==
Singers 9:306MOgPS @ Ryands Board Mtg. many prayers during D_aytonc‘)s stay:in tﬁ/\éh'tﬁ%rﬁm%@'ﬂs*\ﬁé‘”%re . 1
8:30/11 - Small Group 65 Adult Minis- 108 Diabetic CI. ;r“'Ylb'eiffdIiolha"%‘h'_de"’:jd/‘i”“g congregation to call our | /s members of FUMC, we have the wonderful opportunity | _
Traditional Worship 10 - Staff Mtg. tries 100 Disciple Il . amry. anks” avic and Amber Tatiers . |t ° _S h a_r e. Gc.> dos gifts wit h_ childlrgn i
) . d Thanks to all of you who have prayed for our daughter, Linda counties during this holiday season. You can make a differ- 1
9:45 -Contemporary 49 ECI 6:30 0 Stephen 60 Youth Council | 18 Moms in Oldenburgh, who is still with us this Thanksgiving. Her son, Ie nce in a childos life by purchlading
Worship Homespun Ministry Tng. 60 Handbells Touch wife and 2 sons (our great grandsons) will be visiting from I - 1
) ) ) ) ) land.  Ben and Erances French in age from 2 months to 17 years old. Please bring your
9:45/11  -Sunday 5:30 -Evangell.sm 6:30 -Young 6:30 -Small Gr. . Mary . I gifts wrapped in white to the Sanctuary Christmas Tree on !
School 608 Stephen Min. Adults 6:30 6 Partees d T_hank you to é” of you WhO_ have so genef9U3|y ?nd grgcmusly December 6th, during all three services. |
3 &4 -Pack 119 6:30 -Bible St. 7-Troop 119 6:45 -Cantata 6:30 -Pack 119 given of your time to serve in the church office this year; from | 1
58 La Posada 6:30 - Children/ 78 Emmaus Practice agrg;é::"st?;‘::;/i?g?;ﬁg?once;’;’:ﬁt;e; t:r?;tg‘fsr'stgc?g;"‘é?gn : To assist in.distribut?or?, pleasg mark the gifts with gender, 1
Family 7:30 -Sanct. Ch. hectic days. May God richly bless you all in 2010. Vicki age, and brief description of gift. !
6:30 -Pack 119 7:30 -HIS Praise Harwell | Thank you from your FUMC Mission Ministry Team. :
76 Creatve | 4 0 gqg—tP~—— = -
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 CHRISTMAS COOKIE OUTREACH
CANTATA SUNDAY 99 D/S Mtg. UMW Circles 10-Disciple Il In 2008, we blessed our community with 1,200
7:45 -Sonrise 108 Staff Mtg. 1-Senior Lunch 108 Diabetic 8-Meno6s Brleak- bags of homemade Christmas cookies. Everyone
Singers 6:30 8 Stephen Support Gr. 18 Moms in fast at Granzins in attendance on Christmas Eve had a chance to
Regular Sunday Ministry Tng. 6-Handbells Touch take these cookies, with a note frqm our church,
) to those who have to work on Christmas
Worship Schedule 6:30 -Young 6:30 -Small Gr. 60 Cub Scout Eve. You took them to nurses and doctors, fire-
3&4 90 Pack 119 6:30 -Bible Study Adults 7:30 -Sanct. Ch. Pack Meeting fighters and police officers, convenience store
58 MYF 6:30 -Pack 119 7-Troop 119 7:30 -HIS Praise 6-Worship 6-Parent 6s clerks, fast food checkers, pharmacists and hotel
Committee out staff. Months later, a police officer noticed a
magnetic sign on a memberdés car and rjade a
; - ner - that church brought us cookies.
20 21 22 23 24 5:00 8 Family Worship
7:45 -Sonrise 9-D/S Mtg. 1-Senior Lunch 10-Disciple Il 6:30 8 Contemporary Carols and Candlelight Lc? Fd 0 |Sb d 233 iB43ke ?rgeaei(tkr)a ¢)00ki6§r:]hi3 %I)E‘.ar atﬂd ptit thﬁm ig
; ) . 20 . . . . individual bags -4 cookies per bag). en bring them to churc
2:3;; Sunday (l;?s gt:ﬁi N:tg(.j fen f/ii]?st?ys':ﬁzhen Z?OOUpSmaII ilogoa 6COCmmun|o.n and Candlellg.ht kitchen on Sunday, Dec 20. The Evangelism Team will add a card to
: - ommunion and Candlelight each bag with a message from FUMC. Wedre hoping for [Lf500
Worship Schedule Choir Reh. 6:30 -Young 6:30 & Partees - e this year.  Please be a part of this wonderful outreach!
38 Pack 119 6:30 -Bible St. Adults 7:00 -Sanct. Ch. |* ; - >
6:30 -Pack 119 7-Troop 119 7:30 -HIS Praise - T T TTs s sss sy s s mmEmEmEEmEmEEmEmEEEEEEEEEEEEEE T
: POINSETTIA ORDER FORM :
27 28 29 30 31 )
Regular Sunday 98 D/S Mtg. 108 Low Vision 10-Disciple Il | DEADLINE TO ORDER: DECEMBER 6 |
Worship Schedule 10 - Staff Mtg 18 Senior Lunch 608 Handbells 1 how many TOTAL AMOUNT (@ $7 EACH) 1
6:30 -MOPS 6:30 8 Stephen 6:30 -Small I I
Steering Ministry Tng. Group Your name(s): Phone Number
6:30 -Bible St. 6:30 0 Young 7:00 -Sanct. Ch. | In honor of: |
6:30 & Book Adults 7:30 -HIS Praise | [
Club 78 Troop 119 | In memory of: |
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