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both  kids away so I could find another 

sharkôs tooth, I came to my senses and 
looked up.   There was Kevin with Leah, 
digging a moat around a little cas-
tle.   There was Anna testing out the 

waves.   I was missing the real treasure 
that day because my vision had nar-
rowed to only the inches of sand in front 
of my face.  

I pried myself away and sat beside Kevin 
and Leah and their castle.   And I looked 
out at everyone else.   Suddenly, it 

seemed sad.   Couples walked in separate 
directions, heads down.   Children played 
alone while mothers searched.   Whole 
families stood together for an hour with-

out saying a word.  

How often in our life are we drawn away 
from what really matters to chase 

sharksô teeth?  Little insignificant things 
often catch and divert us from whatôs 
really important.   What are your ñsharksô 
teethò?  I pray God would help us look 
up, change our focus, pull ourselves 
away from those alluring diversions so 
we can see again what really matters; so 

we donôt miss the real treasures in this 
amazing life!  

I had my first look at 

an Atlantic beach this 
summer.   The water 
was raucous, the 
ñsandò was composed 

of bits of shells, and 
such a variety of life 
surrounded 
us.   Beauty was all 
around, and my fa-
vorite people sat in 
the sand nearby.   

Thatôs when we noticed that everyone 
else knew a secret we didnôt.  ñWhat are 
all those people doing ?ò my mom won-
dered aloud, pointing at the folks in front 

of us.  At the waterôs edge, entire fami-
lies slowly prowled, heads down, oblivi-
ous to everything but the sand in front of 

them.   I had to know what compelled so 
many people of different ages to search 
with such determination.   

ñOh,ò said the woman I asked.  ñAre you 
sure you want to know?   Itôs addicting.  I 
donôt even remember my kids are here 
sometimes.ò  Turns out all those people 

were looking for sharksô teeth.  In that 
area, you can often find the teeth that 
sharks shed, washed up by waves.   Most 
of these teeth are very 

small and blend in very 
well with the multitude of 

shell pieces that make 
up the beach.   Yes, we 
joined in.   And, yes, it 
was addicting.   

But then Leah came up, 
wanting to build a sand 
castle.   ñNot now, 

honey,ò I said absently, 
ñwanna look for 
teeth?ò  After Iôd pushed 
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