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Dear Friends,  

The time has come to say goodbye.  Iôm excited about the adventure ahead- my new appointment as the Sr. 

Pastor at Bee Creek UMC in Spicewood, TX.  Yet as I drive through the streets of New Braunfels, itôs hard to 

say goodbye.  I will miss each of you very much.  I will miss our church, the staff, and the honor of leading 

you.  So as I go -  let me say what is most on my heart -  thank you.  Thank you for allowing me to share your 

lives over the past years.  Thank you for the love and support you have given me and my family.  No matter 

how many years pass, I will not forget you.  I will carry you, your stories, your names with me forevermore.  

As you have heard, Rev. Missy Jensen will follow me as Associate Pastor.  Her first Sunday is June 13.  You 

could not ask for a more capable and able pastor and I have every confidence in her.  I know that you will be 
blessed by her ministry among you and pray that you will welcome her with the warmth that is so character-

istic of this church.  

My last Sunday is May 30.  On that day, I turn over all pastoral duties to Missy, Keith and Harold.  The rules 

of our conference dictate that I cannot return to this church in a pastoral role.  This means that I cannot perform weddings,  fu nerals, 

or baptisms, or any counseling or visitations.  I have grown close to many of you, but I ask you to please respect these rule s a nd 

help me uphold them.  If you have a pastoral need after May 30, please contact Keith, Harold, or Missy, once she arrives.  

I love you and I will miss you.  I pray God will continue to bless you richly, nurture your faith, and enable you to continue  to  wel-

come the lost home.  

       -Pastor Laura  

PASTORôS COLUMN 

www.firstumcnb.org  June 2010  572 West San Antonio St., New Braunfels, Texas 78130  

THE GOOD NEWS 

Hello First UMC!  

I am looking forward to my move to New Braunfels and excited about being in ministry with you as your new associate pastor!  Al-

though Iôve never actually lived in NB, I feel like I am coming home.  My family has had deep roots in this area for many genera-

tions.  This is the town that I came to throughout my childhood to visit my grandparents, Vivian Allen and Nell and Bill Groo s.  I 

grew up playing in Landa Park, eating Granzinôs, walking to the Brauntex from my Omieôs house, and falling asleep to the sound o f 

the train whistles as they blew through town.  I love NB and canôt wait to call it home!   

Iôd like to take a moment to briefly introduce myself to you so you can know a little bit about me before I arrive.  My father i s a 
Methodist preacher so I lived all over the Southwest Texas Conference.  I went to college at Southwestern University in Georg eto wn 

where I received a B.A. in Religion.  Then I moved out to North Carolina to attend Duke Divinity School to get my Masters of Div in-

ity, where I became a huge Duke Basketball fan!  (By the way, you may have noticed that they won the National Championship th is 

yearé.Go Blue Devils!)  Upon my return to Texas in 2007, I was commissioned as a provisionary elder at Annual Conference.  It wa s 

there that I met my husband Ryan for the first time, as we were commissioned together and he was returning to our conference 

from Chicago where he went to seminary.  We were married last year on May 23, 2009.  Ryan serves as the associate pastor at F irs t 

UMC in San Marcos, which means you wonôt see him with me at church too often!  Iôm excited to share with you that Ryan and I wil l 

both be ordained as elders in full connection at this yearôs Annual Conference in Corpus Christi.  We have worked very hard to 

achieve this goal and we are overjoyed that God has called and equipped us to be pastors in The United  

Methodist Church.  

 

I have heard so many wonderful things about this church and canôt wait to join you in ministry.  I have a great 

love for leading worship, preaching, building relationships with people of all ages, mission work, serving our 
community, and sharing the love of Jesus Christ with all of Godôs children.  I know that together, we will con-

tinue to deepen our relationship with God and seek to glorify Him in all that we do.  

Thank you so much for your warm welcome already.  As we journey together through this transition, I pray 

Godôs blessing upon this church and upon Laura as she leaves to offer her leadership to another congregation.  I 

know so many of you have loved Laura and all the gifts she has brought to this church.  I am so grateful that I 

get to follow such a wonderful person who has paved the way for us to continue on in ministry.  And, I know 

that God has great plans for us as we begin this new leg of our journey together!  

       Peace, Pastor Missy  
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Sun  Mon  Tue Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  1  

 

1-Senior Lunch  

2-Shawl Ministry  

5:30 -Fellowship  

6-UMW General  

6:30 -Robinsons  

6:30 -Bates  

7-Troop 119  

2  

ANNUAL CONF.  

9-WISH Camp  

12 -Comal 

County  

6-Handbells  

7-Sanctuary 

Choir  

7:30 -HIS Praise  

3  

ANNUAL CONF.  

 

 

 

 

6:15 -MOPS Mtg.  

6:30 -Alzheimers 

Support  

4  

ANNUAL CONF.  

9-VBS Decorating  

 

 

 

6-Parentôs Night 

Out  

5  

ANNUAL CONF.  

 

 

 

 

6  

7:45 -Sonrise  

Singers  

8:30/11 -  

Traditional Worship  

9:45 -Contemporary  

Worship  

9:45/11 -Sunday 

School  

7  

9-Health Camp  

 

1:30 -Exercise  

6-Comal Co. 

Band  

6-Stephen  

Ministers  

6:30 -Children/  

Family  

8  

9-Health Camp  

 

1-Senior Lunch  

2-Spiritual 

Beauty  

6-Adult Ministries  

6:30 -Robinson  

6:30 -Bates  

7-Troop 119  

9  

9-WISH Camp  

9-Health Camp  

 

 

6-Handbells  

6:30 -Partees  

7-Sanctuary 

Choir  

7:30 -HIS Praise  

10  

9-Health Camp  

 

 

 

 

7-Trustees  

11  

9-Health Camp  

 

 

 

 

6-Wedding  

Rehearsal  

 

 

12  

 

 

 

 

 

5:30 -

Hammerton/

Rozell Wedding  

 

13  

7:45 -Sonrise  

Singers  

8:30/11 -  

Traditional Worship  

9:45 -Contemporary  

Worship  

9:45/11 -Sunday 

School  

11:15 -Welcome 

Lunch for Missy  

14  

 

 

 

1:30 -Exercise  

 

 

 

 

6-Comal Co. 

Band  

15  

UMW Circle Day  

1-Senior Lunch  

2-Spiritual 

Beauty  

 

 

 

6:30 -Robinsons  

6:30 -Bates  

7-Troop 119  

16  

 

9-WISH Camp  

10 -Diabetic 

Support  

1-Archives  

Planning  

 

6-Handbells  

7-Sanct. Choir  

7:30 -HIS Praise  

17  

 

 

 

 

  

 

6-Worship  

 

 

7-Admin Council  

18  

9-VBS Decorating  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-Parentôs Night 

Out  

 

19  

8-Menôs Break-

fast ðGranzins  

 

20  

7:45 -Sonrise  

Singers  

8:30/11 -  

Traditional Worship  

9:45 -Contemporary  

9:45/11 -Sunday 

School  

 

5-MYF 

21  

9-Choir Camp  

10 -Staff  

Meeting  

1:30 -Exercise  

 

 

6-Comal Co. 

Band  

 

22  

9-Choir Camp  

1-Senior Lunch  

2-Spiritual 

Beauty  

 

6:30 -Robinsons  

6:30 -Bates  

7-Emmaus  

23  

9-Choir Camp  

9-WISH Camp  

 

 

6-Handbells  

6:30 -Leals  

7-Sanctuary Ch.  

7:30 -HIS Praise  

24  

9-Choir Camp  

9-UMW  

Executive  

11 -Altar Guild  

 

 

 

7-Estate  

Planning 101  

25  

9-Choir Camp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26  

 

9-Kairos  

Meeting  

 

4:30 -Set Up for 

Independence 

Day Celebration  

27  

7:45 -Sonrise  

Singers  

8:30/11 -  

Traditional Worship  

9:45 -Contemporary  

9:45/11 -Sunday 

School  

12 -Independence  

Day Celebration  

5-MYF 

 

28  

 

 

 

1:30 -Exercise  

 

 

 

6-Comal Co. 

Band  

6:30 -Book Club  

 

29  

 

10 -Low Vision 

Club  

1-Senior Lunch  

2-Spiritual 

Beauty  

 

 

6:30 -Robinsons  

6:30 -Bates  

7-Troop 119  

30  

9-WISH Camp  

 

 

 

 

 

6-Handbells  

7-Sanctuary Ch.  

7:30 -HIS Praise  

   

 

 

 

 

 

       

HAPPENINGS  

TUESDAY  

 

WEDNESDAY  

5 pm ðSenior Supper @ Ryanôs  

JUNE  

 

Page 7 

CHURCH FAMILY  
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2010 CONFIRMATION  

Left to right:  

Back row: Seth Eoff, Kaitlin Beettner, Josh Mattingly, Jacklyn Fertig, 

Shelby Pence, AnnaMarie Tontz, Kolby Plant, Brent Gardner  

Front row: Collin Payne, Taylor Gorrell, Abbie Grieve, Bailey Barber, 

Abbey Lloyd, Maggie Barber, Kelby Floerke, Joe Miffelton, Katie Pfeuffer, 

Kristel Forlano, Abigail Bruns  

Wheel Chair row: Brooke Heulitt  

Not Pictured:  Devon Duckworth, Shaelyn Garcia, Mathew Montz, Lauren 

Millsaps, Westley Wassom, Jill Blacker, Madison Brown, Alex Day, Valerie 

Eastwood, Seth Eoff, Lindsey Fisher, Micaela Garcia, Hayley Hadlock, 

Madeleine Moss, Cooper Shepherd, Sydney Solberg  

WANTED!!  

Our Childrenôs Ministries is in need of a 32ô color TV. 

If you have one you would like to donate, please 

call Tammy Oliver at 625 -4513.  Thank you.  

Stewardship Update  

As we began 2010, the  
Stewardship Committee  
distributed a piece of paper 
with flower seeds impreg-
nated in the paper.   Every-
one was asked to plant these seeds as a reminder of the 
"seeds" we have planted at church.   If you have pictures of 
your seeds growing into plants, please share them with the 
church office so we can picture them in our next newslet-
ter.   Just send your picture to Vicki, our church administra-
tor, at harwellv@satx.rr.com .  Let's watch our plants and 

our church grow!    

United Methodist Women Rummage Sale �² Wesley Hall  

Friday, July 30th ð8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Saturday, July 31st ð8 a.m. to noon  

Bring your donations to Wesley Hall on Thursday, July 29th 

between 8 a.m. and noon.  For assistance with pick up, call 

Bonnie Archibald at 210 -530 -8123.   

All proceeds go to Mission Projects.  

History & Archives  

The newly formed History & Archives  

committee is gearing up to begin the or-

ganization of our new Archives room.  The 

committee welcomes anyone who has an 

interest in FUMC NB history, or an interest 

in preserving area history to join them for 

a planning meeting on Wednesday, June 

16th at 1:00 here at the church.  

New Braunfels  
Mothers of Preschoolers  

 

For moms with children aged birth to 6 years!  

Our next meeting is Thursday, June 3 at 6:15pm 

in Wesley Hall.  

Bring a dessert, hear Susan Millerôs testimony, and discuss in small 

groups.  For info, contact Kristi Lindsay at kristine.lindsay@gmail.com.  

Wesley Hall  
Renovations  
 
Our new and improved 

Wesley Hall and Kitchen 

are almost completed.  

Look for renovations to be 

finished in the next week 

or two.  

STEPHEN MINISTER RECOGNITION AND CONSECRATION  

New Stephen Ministers were consecrated dur-

ing the 11 a.m. church services on April 25th.  

Pictured here are all those who participate in 

this wonderful program.  Led by Pastor Harold 

Sassman, the new Stephen Ministers met 

weekly for 9 months in preparation for their 

new roles in working with those in our church 

in need of a ñfriendò.  Thank you to ALL 

Stephen Ministers for your dedication and loyalty to our membership.  

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of Gretchen and our daughters 

Hollie and Michele, I canôt thank all of you 

enough for your kind thoughts and 

prayers.   Gretchen is in Godôs hands and I 

pray she will be back in good health 

soon.   I appreciate all your calls, text mes-

sages, and emails of concern, support, and 

offers of assistance.   Iôm hanging in there 

and doing what I can to take care of my-

self.   I'll stay in touch with updated infor-

mation.  God Bless You All - John Towry  


